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are laid waste " (64:11). In reference to this point Dr. Ley is not quite 
consistent. In one part of the book he ascribes the destruction of the temple 
to the Edomites (p. 35), in another (p. 151) to the Samaritans. The last 
chapter is supposed to have been penned when the rebuilding of the temple 
under Darius Hystaspes was in prospect. The dissertation on the Signifi- 
cance of " The Servant of God " and the exposition of the great prophecy in 
52 : 13-53, which ' s closely connected therewith are extremely interesting. 
"The Servant of God" in chapters 42, 49, 52: 13, and chap. 53, cannot, in the 
judgment of Dr. Ley, be the collective Israel, or the ideal Israel, or the pious 
portion of Israel, or the prophetic order, or any historic personage known to 
the writer. He can only be identified with the Messiah who was so vividly 
portrayed by the older Isaiah from whom Deutero-Isaiah has borrowed so 
largely. The reasons for and against are carefully stated and discussed. 
The historic background will appear less evident to most readers than to the 
writer, but the essay as a whole is admirable. Like some other recent pro- 
ducts of German scholarship it points at a distinct reaction in some of the 
German universities from the destructive criticism which was at one time so 
popular. The remarks on 52:3-ch. 53 are accompanied by a new transla- 
tion and several emendations of the text. Our space allows only two illustra- 
tions. The latter clause of 53:1 is rendered with Orelli, " On whom hath the 
arm of the Lord been revealed?" and is referred exclusively to the Servant. 
It is he in whom the power of God is conspicuously manifested. The eighth 
verse is rendered as follows with the help of a startling and doubtful emenda- 
tion. " He was taken away by oppression and judgment and his pain who 
expresses it ? For he was taken away out of the land of life, through the 
transgression of my people was he smitten." Instead of doro, " his genera- 
tion," Professor Ley proposes to read dewayo, "his pain" (cp. Psalm 41 :4). 
Students of Deutero-Isaiah who can read German ought to find room on their 
shelves for this unpretentious but suggestive volume. 

W. Taylor Smith. 

The Gospel and its Earliest Interpretations. A Study of the Teaching of 
Jesus and its Doctrinal Transformations in the New Testament. By 
Orello Cone, D.D. New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1893. Pages 
viii., 413. Price $1.75. 
The Gospel referred to in the title of this book is the teaching of Jesus ; 
its earliest interpretations are those which were put upon it in the period in 
which the New Testament was growing up and taking shape. The " teach- 
ing of Jesus " is recovered from the synoptic gospels by a process of critical 
elimination of sayings falsely ascribed to him. The " Jewish-Christian inter- 
pretation " is found, mainly in the first gospel and in the speeches of Peter, 
in the book of Acts. The " Pauline transformation " is found in the genuine 
letters of Paul, viz., Romans, First and Second Corinthians, Galatians, First 
Thessalonians and Philippians. The " Deutero-Pauline interpretations " are 
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those of Hebrews, Colossians, Ephesians, and the First Epistle of Peter. 
The " Johannine transformation " is presented in the fourth gospel, though the 
designation of it as Johannine is merely conventional, this gospel not in fact 
proceeding from the apostle John. The " Anti-Gnostic interpretations " are 
presented in the First Epistle of John (so-called) in the pastoral Epistles 
ascribed to Paul, in Jude and in Second Peter. " Jewish-Christian apoca- 
lyptic " is, of course, found in the book of Revelation. 

Concerning the legitimacy of the general aim and general method of this 
book there is no ground for question. The church or scholar that takes the 
name Christian, cannot but ask precisely what Jesus taught, and cannot 
assume without investigation that all that has come to us under his name is 
certainly his, or that all his followers represented his spirit and thought. 

The author possesses two qualifications for his work which are of great 
value. He is familiar with what others have written on these subjects, at least 
with the writers of the general school, to which he himself belongs, and he is 
apparently fair-minded and candid. There is in his book, moreover, an agree- 
able absence of superciliousness and bitterness, such as has sometimes marred 
the writings alike of those who have defended, and of those who have con- 
troverted the commonly accepted view of the origin and nature of the New 
Testament. Nevertheless we cannot regard this book as giving us a trust- 
worthy representation of the doctrinal development of Christianity. The 
writer who would give us this, must build upon a sound criticism, and with 
a sober and discriminating interpretation. 

The author's position on the critical questions is indicated in general by 
the classification of the New Testament books given above. That position, 
though substantially accordant with the opinions of some distinguished German 
scholars, such as Hilgenfeld, Holtzmann and Prleiderer, cannot be regarded 
as an established certainty ; it is greatly to be doubted whether it is more than 
a passing phase of criticism. In interpretation the author seems so constantly 
on his guard against attributing to the words of Jesus and the New Testa- 
ment writers an unduly profound meaning as sometimes to fail of finding the 
meaning that is there. But are Jesus and his apostles, alone of the world's 
great thinkers, to be denied the privilege of profound sayings ? To the inter- 
preter who admits that the meaning of the sayings of Jesus may sometimes 
be something more and deeper than that which can be read at a glance, many 
superficial differences disappear into a profounder unity. It is surely not 
unreasonable to ask that a serious and painstaking effort be made to under- 
stand the Jesus presented to us in the gospels before we attempt to construct 
a truer picture of the historical person by a process of elimination largely 
based on subjective grounds. The Christ of our gospels may not be per- 
cisely the Christ of history ; it is certainly the duty of Christian scholarship to 
inquire whether he is, and if not, to recover for us, if possible, the true picture 
of the real Jesus. But we are persuaded that the picture presented in the 
gospels is both nobler in itself and truer to fact than that which Dr. Cone has 
given to us. E. D. B. 



